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examining police officer. "Read these . . . what is it all
about? How are we administering the law in Germany
to-day?" The police officer read through the cuttings.
There were four of them.
Similar reports to these were appearing in every German
newspaper every day. What could a German do without
violating the law? That was the question that sane men,
particularly lawyers like Dr. Ringer, were asking them-
selves.
Let us quote the reports verbally:
" Prison for missing work. The chief of the Labour
exchange at Opladen informs us: Duesseldorf Court has
sentenced a member of the staff of an Opladen firm to
two months' imprisonment because he failed to appear
at work, without excuse and in spite of an earlier warning.
At a time like this in which the whole German people
is fighting for its right to live, this squandering cannot be
tolerated. Idlers, as the above example shows, must
expect severe sentences."
" Sentence for exaggerated prices. The press depart-
ment of Frankfurt Court of Justice issues the following
report: A special court in Frankfurt has sentenced a
Wiesbaden cattle dealer for infringement of the price
laws. He will go to prison for ten months, and pay a fine
of 5,000 marks. The accused increased the selling prices
contrary to the regulations and thus gained personal
profits."
"Hard Labour for listening to foreign broadcasts,
An Elbing special court, sitting in Schneidemuehl, dealt
with the 41 years old Johann Matczynski who was accused
of listening to foreign broadcasts and of circulating the
news from these stations. His wife, who stood with him
in the dock, could not be proved to have turned on the
wireless herself. But she participated in the crime of